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Region/country/economy 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
World 44,396 44,479 44,212 45,485 46,532 47,851 48,792 49,390 48,868 47,949

United States 14,513 13,658 13,532 14,381 14,720 15,098 15,272 15,088 14,823 14,399
EU 14,004 13,074 13,241 13,108 13,206 13,875 14,204 14,684 14,727 14,525

Austria 256 273 255 316 334 376 422 429 418 406
Belgium 375 321 335 342 325 413 411 409 420 396
Denmark 235 216 221 227 242 292 308 273 305 312
Finland 442 342 345 271 299 335 344 365 348 348
France 2,335 2,100 2,168 2,194 2,243 2,379 2,369 2,428 2,452 2,423
Germany 5,983 5,738 5,613 5,468 5,409 5,598 5,733 6,011 6,029 5,875
Hungary 40 27 29 28 41 44 41 44 48 46
Ireland 73 30 50 50 64 66 74 68 76 83
Italy 659 625 703 705 702 746 738 754 746 730
Netherlands 911 1,007 1,042 952 966 984 961 997 942 979
Poland 9 9 11 10 11 16 13 16 20 22
Spain 124 143 155 158 153 211 214 214 217 223
Sweden 876 603 666 690 670 692 826 899 951 948
United Kingdom 1,624 1,585 1,585 1,630 1,645 1,638 1,647 1,671 1,652 1,621
All others 61 55 62 66 102 84 103 107 105 114

Japan 12,848 14,379 13,858 13,909 13,948 13,699 13,610 13,872 13,599 13,446
China 81 98 129 179 236 243 326 402 498 503
Asia-8 719 890 1,133 1,510 1,999 2,306 2,535 2,667 2,603 2,480

India 39 53 85 120 128 122 149 127 139 141
Indonesia 1 4 2 2 1 2 1 1 0 1
Singapore 56 68 84 82 95 116 115 118 113 136
South Korea 580 726 908 1,202 1,680 1,953 2,112 2,255 2,145 2,006
Taiwan 44 40 54 103 95 112 157 166 206 196

All others 2,147 2,297 2,238 2,303 2,335 2,541 2,753 2,583 2,524 2,505
Other developed 2,010 2,139 2,090 2,154 2,178 2,375 2,552 2,380 2,317 2,301

Australia 287 360 317 338 331 353 354 314 302 297
Canada 521 513 528 582 566 645 711 648 623 609
Iceland 7 11 4 8 4 2 4 5 3 3
Israel 278 313 311 261 289 343 446 390 372 389
New Zealand 47 45 41 60 56 62 57 55 52 49
Norway 106 98 89 105 97 104 123 118 116 115
Switzerland 763 799 801 800 835 867 858 850 849 838

Other developing 137 158 147 149 158 166 201 203 207 204
Argentina 7 7 6 7 6 7 10 10 9 8
Brazil 26 29 43 41 42 47 51 56 64 60
Chile 2 2 5 5 3 5 5 6 4 5

Triadic patent families, by region/country/economy: 1999–2008
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Region/country/economy 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Triadic patent families, by region/country/economy: 1999–2008

Mexico 10 8 12 10 14 15 13 16 15 16
Russia 62 72 49 50 52 50 73 66 63 66
South Africa 27 36 23 27 32 29 36 33 30 28
Turkey 3 4 9 8 8 13 12 17 22 21

EU = European Union  
 
NOTES: Triadic patent families include patents applied for in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, European Patent Office, and Japan Patent Office. Patent families fractionally allocated among 
regions/countries/economies based on proportion of residences of all named inventors. EU includes all 27 member states; the countries in "all others" are Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. China includes Hong Kong and Macau. Asia-8 economies Malaysia, Philippines, and Thailand do not have activity in triadic 
patents.   
 
SOURCE: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Patent Statistics, Patents by Region database, http://stats.oecd.org/WBOS/index.aspx, accessed 16 February 2011. 
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